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India parts supplier buys Lansing company

B Bankrupt Federal
Forge is purchased by
Kalyani Group, saving
150 jobs in the process,

Iy BapperT BALELLLS
Speesad tn The Detroit Nere
LANSING — [mdlin® Inegest
maker and exporter of forgel slecl
and 2luminum natometive nuspepn-
Eipn and engine enmEpanents will
slart manufacturing partsin Morth
Aitreritm after boying out banlorupt
Federal ForpeInc. in ]
Fheral Forge Lid, the Fune, In-
dia-bsed faphip company of ke
Ealyani Groap and Ay larpest
fiEing company, eampleted the
purchase o8 Friday With the
130,000 srmare-font Langing factli-
v, Bharat Forge will have six facto-
nes on twocmilinenls apd capaciy
of aver 150,000 Lems per vese,
Bharat has no plansto cut anyaf
tae 160 jobs in Lansing, which will
b knownas Bharat Forge Ametica,
“Fundementsly  this faflity
nesde & Fuboa nlial mvesment in
txchnolopy Baba Enbvand, chadr
man of the Kalyani Grosp and
chaumain asd Fansging director
of Bharat Forge Lid., sadd i an (e
terview “There hasn't been
| to drive this business, whichs necds

ﬁﬂt'm:uﬂ tedmology and not jun

Bharat amrives io North Amens:
A i many auio seppilem are
straggling to make money amid ve-
hiele produciion cutd by Detrais
sutomakers amd rising mow maters
al costs,

Federal Pacge, which filed for
Chagpter 11 bankruptey et year, s
ene of many suppliers that e
boen fopeed 10 seel sonm protecs

“More and mobe, we're pecing
an infhe of forelen pupplles oome
bhese and poguine companies in
bankroptey® said Jim Gillese, a
sipnlier indostry analmt with
G50 Worldwid=1n Grand Rapida

“The jury is st{ll oot on some of
thems. Ruf jist becange some At
ican supplicrs cam't make & go of it
igesn'ts mean we can underest-
matetheabilityef othors to bo prof-
itakde in the same arens,”

In a bid to incresse seles and
draw pew customers; Eilvand e
miates that Bharat Forge will e
soveral million doflars over 1he
nex fewrvears G0 being e Linsleg
plant op to the technolsgy stan.
dinds of itz other faclities. He
bepes 1o nefesde capacity by 50
percent in abont fve years,

Sinee the early 1970a, Bhamt

Bt Ferign LRl
Baba Kadyonl, head of Indla’s
Eharat Forgs Lid., holds &
chaasis part in the

new Langing focging plang.

Forge's global; stles, lave - grown
from less Uske ﬂ.tnﬂ]ih A8 over
§500 miflkon tod iy and W eogtom.
of bascd inchudes aboit 35 af the
workle bigpent atiooobers sl
=y fd incdodEng Geperal Me-
tors Comp., Ford Motor Co, Daim-
lerChnsler AG, Toyofa Matsr Co.,
ArvinMeritor and Cummins Ine
Thie Fecleral Forye plant makes o

vanely of paris, snch i conpecting
s, eovtngl s and ity tank
ek shiess, Wil stles of abont 60
malllion anmvoally, the plant’s majce
mistamers inclode F Lemfonder

which mpplies pars w G¥, and
H Goedyear Tere & Rubiber Cin

"Diversifyang the costomes bhass
i very importany” Eoband sabd
"':W:.I:I.ﬂllhlﬂﬂephldmmneurtwu
castomers to pall you throngh in a
Aoy cpele”

kxlyan! wamts o expand Lans-
mEs produn Hoe from anby chases

Acconting to Ealyam, the infu-
won of technology wil dllow the
plant ko secre Marth American cus-
temers, and expart to Evrope,

CHaTs Gillette snid Bhamt Forgs
has a good chance b succeed i
Lansing, based on s ok record,

“T'hery have a strong techmaln
nbd stratepe bocation base, ke 1he
audvauylage of 8 brosd costomer b,
which will belp kn doing glokal b,

niess.” Gilbeste said.

't heve oaly ooe oonoormn. Wil
traditional Morth Ameriesn e
toniis coddidet porcdo-ing oo
modity (orgings with adided ancils
lary feabisres msch 2= lets welght or
el strength, instend af Jooking

Jund ol e beart evpemicve parta ™

Kalyar said Righ techralogy in
dhesiagn aned manuscterg i the ey
to laking what are essertially come
miodity parts amil herelng them o
higher-vahse ttems by lowenng pro-
ductlon costs and, consequently,
prices

“In Burape, we ans developing
new bechipologies s combiie U
adlvantnges of bath casting and forg-
1RE procesans, gring the costamers
fuirts thiat hw the best chametens-
tics of both, including reduced ooe®

Kalyani ssid that the United

mulm“ﬂ&lmimﬁ divthes job
21 oie=temitly the el ™ T i,
Dove Andres, vice president of

By the Oiginad Fqoipment Ehi.pplhs
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Loereer base, s the bostcall péare o be.”

Sarrreir Kalellis i3 a Merrs Dvrroir
Sreelanes wrifer,




